
491st Meeting of the Northern Ireland Housing Council  

 

 

 
 
 

Present 
         Anne-Marie Fitzgerald Fermanagh & Omagh District (Chair) 

Jim Speers Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon Borough 
Allan Bresland Derry & Strabane Borough 
Tommy Nicholl Mid & East Antrim Borough 
Catherine Elattar Mid Ulster Borough 
Michael Ruane                         Newry, Mourne & District 
 
In Attendance: 

 
Paul Price                      Director of Social Housing Policy & Oversight, Department for Communities 
Kieran Devlin                  Department for Communities 
Martin Boyd                    Department for Communities 

         Grainia Long   Chief Executive, NIHE 
Kelly Cameron Secretary (NIHE Secretariat) 

 
 

Apologies: 
Mark Cooper Antrim & Newtownabbey Borough (Vice Chair) 
Michelle Kelly Belfast City 
John Finlay                               Causeway Coast & Glens Borough 
David Polley Director, Housing Supply Policy, Department for Communities 

        
 

 
 
 1.0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Welcome 
 
The Chair welcomed Paul Price, Kieran Devlin and Martin Boyd from the 
Department for Communities and from the Housing Executive, Grainia 
Long. 
 
It was noted that the Secretary had been in contact with Ards & North 
Down Council, to replace Nick Mathison who had recently been elected 
as an MLA, the Council will be appointing in due course. 
 
Members noted that unfortunately Alderman John Finlay is very unwell it 
was agreed that a card and flowers to be sent to him thanking him for all 
his hard work and dedication over the years for the Housing Council. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Secretary 

 
 2.0 

 
Declarations of Interest 
 
No declarations were received 

 

 
 
 

Minutes of the 491st Meeting 
of the Northern Ireland Housing Council held on 
Thursday 9th June 2022 at 10 am via Zoom 
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3.0 

 
To adopt the Minutes of the 490th Housing Council Meeting held on 
Thursday, 12th May 2022 

 
It was proposed by Alderman Bresland and seconded by Alderman Speers     
and resolved, that the Minutes of the 490th Meeting of the Housing 
Council held on Thursday 12th May 2022 be approved and signed by the 
Chair. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chair 

 
4.0 
 
4.1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
4.2 

 
Matters Arising 
 
Chartered Institute of Housing All Ireland Housing Awards  
Friday 27th May in the Europa Hotel Belfast. 
 
Mr Speers commended the successful evening at the CIH All Ireland 
Housing Awards.  He added that the Chair of the Housing Executive, 
Professor Peter Roberts was presented with a lifetime achievement award. 
 
HAPPI Principles scheme in Monkstown 
 
As the HAPPI principles scheme in Monkstown had now been completed, 
it was agreed that a short meeting would take place followed by a site visit 
either in August/September. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
5.0 

 
Forward Workplan 

 
The forward workplan was noted. 

 



491st Meeting of the Northern Ireland Housing Council  

 

 
6.0 

 
Report from the Housing Executive’s Chief Executive, Grainia Long 
on Housing Executive Business  
 
Ms Long spoke in detail to her circulated report, which provided the  
Housing Council with an update summarising a range of strategic, major or 
routine matters, including any emerging issues. A summary of the current / 
emerging issues were outlined under the headings as follows:-  
 
• NIHE Revitalisation Programme - Progress Update 

 
• Finance - Budget Update 2022/23 

 
• Draft Investment Strategy for Northern Ireland 

 
• Services for Women experiencing Chronic Homelessness  

 
• Supporting People Funding 2022/23 

 
• Covid Funding 

 
• COVID-19 Update and Return to the Workplace 

 
• NIHE Pay and Grading Review  

 
• Industrial Action  

 
• 2021/22 Performance Report 

 
• Cost of Living Crisis  

 
• Ukraine Resettlement Budget 

 
 
The Chair thanked Ms Long for her detailed report.  She added that it is 
recognised of the several difficult challenges for everyone, in particular the 
financial hardship being faced throughout. 
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8.0 

 
Presentation on Labour Market Recovery Invention  
 
Andrew Irwin from the Department of Communities (DfC) gave Members a 
presentation on the Labour Market Recovery Invention.  (Copies of the 
Presentation are appended to these minutes – Appendix A). 
 
It was noted that DfC’s main employment programme to assist people into 
work, One of the key components of the new offer is Labour Market 
Partnerships (LMPs), which aims to improve employability outcomes and 
labour market conditions by working through coordinated, collaborative, 
multi-agency partnerships, achieving regional objectives whilst being 
flexible to meet the needs presented by localised conditions. Designed to 
provide support for eligible benefit recipients to find and sustain 
employment by delivering a personalised service to meet individual needs. 
 
Mr Irwin highlighted some of the schemes/programme to enable those 
back into employment, such schemes as follows:- 
 
• Job start 
• Adviser Discretion Fund 
• Work experience programme & Opportunity Guaranteed 
• Work Ready Employability Services (WRES) 
• Labour Market Partnerships (LMP’s) 
• Disability Health Intervention 
 
Several Members commended the work being carried out and the 
importance and benefits these schemes have on people’s lives and mental 
well-being.  
 
The Chair thanked Mr Irwin or his attendance and for a comprehensive 
presentation. 

   

 

   
   9.0 

 
Housing Starts February 2022 
 
Members noted the Report. 
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10.0 

 
10.1 

 
 
 
 

10.2 
 
 
 
 

10.3 
 
 
 

10.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Any Other Business 
 
Update by Department for Communities on the European Regional 
Development Funding (ERDF) 

 
   Members noted the update. 

 
Social Housing Development Programme (SHDP) Year End losses 
2022 
 
Members noted the information. 
 
Account of Local Councils role in Ukraine Arrangements 
 
Members noted the brief. 
 
Update on the Demolition of the Tower Blocks in Larne 
 
Alderman Nicholl requested an update on the demolition of the Tower 
Blocks in Larne. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 G Long 
 
 
 
 

 

 
11.0 

 
Date of next Meeting 
 
The next Housing Council Meeting is scheduled to take place on Thursday, 
11th August 2022 at 10 am venue to be confirmed.  
 

 

 
The Meeting concluded at 11.30 am. 
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