
498th Meeting of the Northern Ireland Housing Council  

 

 

 
 
 

Present 
          Cllr Anne-Marie Fitzgerald Fermanagh & Omagh District (Chair) 

Cllr Mark Cooper                      Antrim & Newtownabbey Borough (Vice Chair) 
Cllr Victoria Moore                   Ards & North Down Borough 

Ald Jim Speers Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon Borough 
Cllr Micky Murray                     Belfast City Council  
Ald Adrian McQuillan                Causeway Coast & Glens Borough 
Ald Allan Bresland Derry & Strabane Borough 
Ald Amanda Grehan                 Lisburn & Castlereagh City  
Ald Tommy Nicholl Mid & East Antrim Borough 
Cllr Michael Ruane                  Newry, Mourne & Down District 
 
In Attendance: 

 
David Polley                  Director, Housing Supply Policy, Department for Communities 
Heloise Browne   Department for Communities 
Jenny Williamson          Business Manager, NIHE 
Fiona Neilan                  Project Manager, NIHE       
Kelly Cameron Secretary (NIHE Secretariat) 

 
Apologies: 
Cllr Catherine Elattar     Mid Ulster Borough 
Grainia Long   Chief Executive, NIHE 
Paul Price                      Director of Social Housing Policy & Oversight, Department for Communities 
 

 
 

1. Welcome 
 
The Chair welcomed David Polley and Heloise Browne from the Department 
for Communities and from the Housing Executive, Catherine McFarland 
 
She also welcomed the Presenter, Fiona Neilan from the Housing Executive. 
 
The Chair also welcomed the new representatives for Belfast City Council 
Councillor Micky Murray to his first meeting of the Housing Council. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
 

 No declarations were received. 
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3. 

To adopt the Minutes of the 497th Housing Council Meeting held on 
Thursday, 12th January 2023 

 
It was proposed by Alderman Jim Speers seconded by Alderman Allan 
Bresland and resolved, that the Minutes of the 497th Meeting of the Housing 
Council held on Thursday 12th January 2023 be approved and signed by 
the Chair. 
 

  

  

4. 
 
4.1 
 
 
 
 
 
4.2 
ss 

Matters Arising from the Minutes 
 
Page 3 Item 6.15 - Homelessness and Temporary Accommodation  
 
It was noted that Councillor Cooper had been contacted directly by Housing 
Executive staff in relation to specific statistical information and he was content 
with the information provided. 
 
Page 5 Item 11.3 - Central Housing Forum Annual Community 
Conference titled ‘the Cost of Living’ 
 
It was reported that at the last Housing Council meeting, it was proposed and 
seconded for the Housing Council to sponsor the Annual Community 
Conference, Unfortunately the Housing Executive are funding this event and 
are jointly running the event, unfortunately due to a conflict of interest it was 
not possible to sponsor such an event. 
 
Agreed: that an invitation to be issued to the Central Housing Forum inviting 
representatives to attend a future meeting. 
 
All other matters will be dealt with through the Meeting. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Secretary 

5. Forward Workplan 
 
The forward workplan was noted.  

 

  

6. 
 
 
 
6.1 
 
6.2 
 
6.3 
 
6.4 
 
6.5 
 
6.6 
 
6.7 
 
6.8 

Update by Heloise Brown and David Polley from the Department for 
Communities on Housing Top Issues:- 

 
Social Newbuild starts 
 
Co-ownership 
 
Programme for Social Reform  
 
Fundamental Review of Social Housing Allocations Policy 
 
Housing Executive’s House Sales Scheme 
 
Supporting People Delivery Strategy 
 
Homelessness Strategy 
 
Regulation of the Private Rented Sector 
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6.9 
 
 
 
 
6.10 
 
6.11 
 
6.12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.13 
 
 
6.14 
 
 
6.15 
 
6.16 
 
6.17 
 
6.18 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Increasing Housing Supply 
 
D Polley undertook to provide a link to the Department for Communities 
summary document on Intermediate rent, for information. 
 
Affordable Warmth Scheme 
 
Review the Caravans Act (NI) 2011 
 
ERDF Investment for Growth and Jobs Programme 2014 -2020 
 
Referring to a contractor engaged in the programme and went into 
administration in December 2022, putting at risk a number of planned 
schemes.  Councillor Mark Cooper requested further details on which 
schemes will be affect by this Contractor. 
 
Housing Executive historical debt and exclusion from having to pay 
Corporation Tax 
 
Programme for Government (PfG) Outcomes Framework 
Long term rent trajectory 
 
Affordability of social rents 
 
Housing Executive Rent 
 
Non ACM Cladding Remediation Scheme 
 
Climate Act DfC will lead on the ‘Residential and Buildings Sector Plan’ 
 
 

 
 
 
 

D Polley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Secretary 

8.+ Presentation on the Housing Executive’s Fundamental Review of 
Allocations 
 
Fiona Neilan gave a presentation on the Fundamental Review of Allocations 
(Copies of the slide are appended to these Minutes – Appendix A). 
 
Members noted that the current Housing Selection Scheme has been in place 
for more than 20 years, but changes were needed to reflect people’s 
situations and the demand for housing in Northern Ireland.  
 
These changes which are being introduced on a phased basis over the next 3 
years will help to build on the strengths of the current allocations scheme to 
enable it to work better for people in need. The changes are in response to 
the views shared during the Fundamental Review of Allocations consultation, 
carried out by the Department for Communities in 2017. 
 
The changes will help those waiting for a Housing Executive or Housing 
Association property to secure the right home in the right area.  
 
Ms Neilan highlighted the first changes to be introduced, as follows:-  
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1. Give applicants the ability to choose as many or as few areas of choice as 
they wish.  

2. Reduce the reasonable number of offers for applicants from three to two.  
 
Applicants can currently pick up to two areas of choice with the opportunity to 
widen these by adding a General Housing Area (GHA) to their application. 
Following these changes, they will be able to choose as many or as few 
areas of choice as they wish. It also means that if the Applicant is owed the 
full statutory homelessness duty (i.e. is a Full Duty Applicant) the wider GHA 
will no longer be imposed on their choice.  
 
Under the revised Scheme all new applicants, and those already on the 
waiting list, will be entitled to two reasonable offers of accommodation. If they 
have already refused two reasonable offers at the time the changes come in, 
they will be entitled to one final reasonable offer. All Applicants will continue 
to have the right to appeal a decision by the Housing Executive or Housing 
Association that their offer has been unreasonably refused.  
 
The new changes will help reduce re-let times and significantly increase 
choice for applicants. They will also mean that the General Housing Area 
(GHA) will no longer be imposed on those applicants who find themselves 
homeless. 
 
Ms Neilan undertook to update Members on the delivery of each stage of the 
proposals throughout the next three years of the process. 
 
Councillor Nicholl felt that Rural areas were still at a disadvantage of social 
housing not being built and those villagers still wishing to remain in the rural 
areas have no option but to move to towns or built up areas. 
 
Ms Neilan referred to the Housing Executive Latent Demand Testing and 
rural villages should be identified to address housing need in those rural 
areas. 
 
Ms Neilan assured Members that there will be evaluations/monitoring and 
measurements of the outcomes of these proposals throughout the process. 
 
Ms Neilan undertook to attend future meetings to give regular updates on the 
implementation of the each of the proposals. 
 
The Chair thanked Ms Neilan for a very informative and useful presentation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
F Neilan 

 
 
 
 

9. 
 
 

Quarterly Update Social Housing Development Programme (SHDP) 
    
    The Report was noted. 

 

 

10. Housing Starts – January 2023 
 
The Report was noted. 
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11. Chartered Institute of Housing Conference in Manchester 27th-29th 
June 2023 

 
Agreed: One place to be reserved at this Conference and the name of the 
representative will be decided in due course. 
 

 
 
 
 

Secretary 

12. 
 
12.1 
 
 
 
 
12.2 
 
 

Any Other Business 
 
Local Council Elections 2023 – 18th May 2023 
 
Agreed: as Purdah the pre-election period is 6 weeks prior to the election, 
Members agreed that the April and May Meetings would be postponed. 
 
Latharna House, Larne 
 
Alderman Nicholl requested an update on Latharna House, Larne. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Secretary 
 
 
 

Secretary 

12. Date of next Meeting 
 
The next Housing Council Meeting is scheduled to take place on Thursday, 9th 
March 2023 at 10 am in the Housing Centre or via Zoom, 
 
 

  

 
 
 

The Meeting concluded at 12.10 pm 
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Appendix A 
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