
497th Meeting of the Northern Ireland Housing Council  

 

 

 
 
 

Present 
          Cllr Anne-Marie Fitzgerald Fermanagh & Omagh District (Chair) 

Cllr Mark Cooper                      Antrim & Newtownabbey Borough (Vice Chair) 
Cllr Victoria Moore                   Ards & North Down Borough 

Ald Jim Speers Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon Borough 
Ald Adrian McQuillan                Causeway Coast & Glens Borough 
Ald Allan Bresland Derry & Strabane Borough 
Ald Amanda Grehan                 Lisburn & Castlereagh City  
Cllr Catherine Elattar Mid Ulster Borough 
Ald Tommy Nicholl Mid & East Antrim Borough 
Cllr Michael Ruane                  Newry, Mourne & Down District 
 
In Attendance: 

 
Paul Price                      Director of Social Housing Policy & Oversight, Department for Communities 
David Polley                  Director, Housing Supply Policy, Department for Communities 
Grainia Long   Chief Executive, NIHE 
Valerie Crozier              NI Water Service 
Davy McGrath               NI Water Service 
Fiona Neilan                  Project Manager, NIHE       
Kelly Cameron Secretary (NIHE Secretariat) 

 
Apologies: 
Cllr Micky Murray                     Belfast City Council  
 

 
 

1. Welcome 
 
The Chair welcomed Paul Price and David Polley from the Department for 
Communities and from the Housing Executive, Grainia Long 
 
She also welcomed the Presenters, Valerie Crozier and Davy McGrath both 
from the Water Service and Fiona Neilan from the Housing Executive. 
 
The Chair also welcomed the new representatives for Ards & North Down, 
Councillor Victoria Moore to her first meeting of the Housing Council. 
 
Alderman Nicholl thanked Members for their sincere wishes during his recent 
illness. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Secretary 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
 

 No declarations were received. 

  

 
 
 

Minutes of the 497th Meeting 
of the Northern Ireland Housing Council held on 
Thursday 12th January 2023 at 10 am via Zoom 
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3. To adopt the Minutes of the 496th Housing Council Meeting held on 
Thursday, 8th December 2022 

 
It was proposed by  Cllr Mark Cooper seconded by Cllr A McQuillan and 
resolved, that the Minutes of the 496th Meeting of the Housing Council held 
on Thursday 8th December 2022 be approved and signed by the Chair. 
 

  

  

4. 
 

Matters Arising from the Minutes 
 
Matters arising were dealt with through the Meeting. 

  

5. Forward Workplan 
 
The forward workplan was noted.  

 

  

6. 
 
 
 
 
 
6.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Report from Grainia Long, Chief Executive, Housing Executive  
 
The Report provided the Housing Council with a monthly update summarising 
a range of strategic, major or routine matters, including any emerging issues.  
A summary of the current / emerging issues are outlined as follows:- 
 
Industrial Relations 
 
Councillor Cooper requested further details the percentage figures in 
monetary terms for the lower grade workers.  It was agreed that a 
presentation on the Housing Executive’s Pay Grading and Review would be 
arranged for a future Meeting. 
 
Review of Damp & Mould following Awaab Ishak inquest 
 
Councillor Cooper referred to 5 cases presented to him within the last couple 
of months in the Monkstown area with severe damp issues, his main concern 
was the timeframe of 2/3 months for an Independent Damp Surveyor’s report 
to be issued. 
 
Several Members expressed concern in relation to private landlords and their 
properties not always up to the required standard.  The Chair added that 
some properties also being used as ‘emergency accommodation’ are not up 
to standard and asked if there was an opportunity to terminate these leases. 
 
Mr Polley confirmed that the Housing Executive are not responsible for 
private rented tenancies and he undertook to provide Members with related 
links from NI direct on the rules and regulations for the private rented sector. 
 
Ms Long urged Members that if there are any specific properties that 
Members feel are of inadequate standard properties should be brought to the 
Housing Executive’s attention. 
 
Members recognise that the Housing Executive properties are ageing and 
investment into the stock is required, in particular referred to single window 
glazed properties and air circulation management can often be an issue 
causing condensation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

D Polley 
 
 
 

All 
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6.3 
 
 
6.4 
 
 
6.5 
 
6.6 
 
6.7 
 
6.8 
 
6.9 
 
6.10 
 
6.11 
 
6.12 
 
6.13 
 
6.14 
 
6.15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.16 
 
6.17 
 
6.18 
 
 

 
Members requested if the Housing Council could feed into the review and to 
contribute with their views. 
 
Agreed that a presentation on the final report on the Review of Damp & 
Mould would be arranged for a future Meeting.  
 
Ark Housing Association, Derrytrasna - New Build Property Addition & 
Allocation issue  
 
Green End, Rathcoole (incident on Friday 7 October 2022) 
NIHE Revitalisation Programme - Progress Update 
 
Corporate Plan  
 
NIHE - Asset Management Strategy 

 
Sustainable Development Strategy Update 
 
Contribution to the Development of the NI Climate Action Plan  
 
Implementation of the NIHE Cost of Living Plan 
 
Future Working Practices and Accommodation Strategy  
 
Ongoing Engagement with Political Parties and other stakeholders  

 
Fundamental Review of Allocations (FRA) 

 
Bonfires 

 
Ukrainian Resettlement Programme 

 
Homelessness and Temporary Accommodation  
 
G Long undertook to have Deborah Reid contact Councillor Mark Cooper,  
in order for him to explain exactly the statistical information on a rolling basis, 
he is looking for in relation to homelessness and to include the total number 
of homelessness in Northern Ireland at this time. 

 
D Polley undertook to provide Members with links to Homelessness statistics. 

 
Review of Muckamore Abbey Hospital Resettlement 
 
Review of Disabled Facilities Grants  
 
Finlock Gutters and Contribution to Costs by Homeowners 

 
 
 
 
 

Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

G Long 
 
 

D Polley 
 
 
 
 

7. Presentation by the Water Service 
 
Valerie Crozier and Davy McGrath gave a presentation (Copies of the Slides 
are appended to these Minutes – Appendix A).  Members had asked for 
reassurance that on the tactical solution of separating foul and storm water, 
but in particular the separation of storm water, and how it could be made sure 
this in itself didn’t pollute watercourses if it was going straight and un-treated 
into them.  A detailed presentation was given on the challenges and economic 
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constraints NI Water Service are facing and how the NI Water are addressing 
capacity issues and financial constraints, the way forward and the new 
process which are being put in place to tackle the issues. 
 

   The clear message to Members that prior to any development in their area, 
the water service is the first point of contact to ensure the proposed 
infrastructure has the capabilities for the area. 

 
It was confirmed that some Housing Association properties have Rainwater 
Harvesting projects, for the collection and storage rain. 
 
Alderman Speers referred to mixed Storm & Sewer systems in the Markethill 
area and asked how they are going to deal with these systems.  He referred 
to an environmental scheme being developed in Richill and he was 
disappointed that NI Water weren’t willing to attend meetings to create an 
infrastructure for future residents to avail of and felt it was a failure of NI 
Water not tackle the storm and foul which is creating a huge issue in 
developments. He felt that an investment is being carried out in an area, a 
detailed programme should be in place to ensure a sewage capacity. 
 
Mr McGrath agreed that there is an issue with the amalgamated storm and 
sewage system Pre 1970’s.  Mr McGrath undertook to contact Alderman 
Speers directly in relation to specific queries in his area. 
 
Ms Crozier confirmed that NI Water works closely with local Councils and 
attend meetings annually in relation to their Council Development Plans. 
 
The Chair thanked Ms Crozier and Mr McGrath for a very informative 
Presentation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

D 
McGrath 
/J Speers 

8. Presentation on the Housing Executive’s Fundamental Review of 
Allocations 
 
 Due to time constraints, it was agreed that this presentation would be 
postponed until the February Meeting. 
 

 
 
 

 
Secretary 

 

9. 
 
 
9.1 
 
9.2 
 
9.3 

The following three papers had been requested at the last Meeting, were 
circulated for Members information. 

 
Homeless Statistics by Local Council Area 

     
SHDP Schemes expected to start in 2023 
 
Affordable Warmth Scheme Statistics 

 
  The above papers were noted.       
 

 

10. Housing Starts – December 2022 
 
The Report was noted. 
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11. 
 
11.1 
 
 
 
11.2 
 
 
 
11.3 
 
 
 
 

Any Other Business 
 
Housing Council Membership 2023 
 
Paper was noted. 

 
Housing Council Meetings during 2023 
 
Paper was noted. 
 
Central Housing Forum Annual Community Conference titled ‘the Cost 
of Living’ 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Mark Cooper and seconded by Cllr Anne-Marie 
Fitzgerald to sponsoring and supporting the Conference on 23rd February 
2023 in Girdwood Community Hub.  
 
The Secretary undertook to confirm the terms of sponsoring this event. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Secretary 

12. Date of next Meeting 
 
The next Housing Council Meeting is scheduled to take place on Thursday, 9th 
February 2023 at 10 am in the Housing Centre or via Zoom, 
 
 

  

 
 
 

The Meeting concluded at 12.30 pm 
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Appendix A 
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