
495th Meeting of the Northern Ireland Housing Council  

 

 

 
 
 

Present 
          Cllr Anne-Marie Fitzgerald Fermanagh & Omagh District (Chair) 

Ald Jim Speers Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon Borough 
Ald Amanda Grehan                 Lisburn City & Castlereagh 
Ald Adrian McQuillan                Causeway Coast & Glens Borough 
Ald Allan Bresland Derry & Strabane Borough 
Ald Tommy Nicholl Mid & East Antrim Borough 
Cllr Catherine Elattar Mid Ulster Borough 
Cllr Michael Ruane                  Newry, Mourne & Down District 
 
In Attendance: 

 
Paul Price                      Director of Social Housing Policy & Oversight, Department for Communities 

         Grainia Long   Chief Executive, NIHE 
       Adrian Blythe                Quality Improvement Manager, NIHE 

Kelly Cameron Secretary (NIHE Secretariat) 
 

Apologies: 
 

Cllr Mark Cooper           Antrim & Newtownabbey Borough (Vice Chair) 
Cllr Michelle Kelly  Belfast City 
David Polley                  Director, Housing Supply Policy, Department for Communities 

 
 

1. Welcome 
 
The Chair welcomed Paul Price and Julie Lavery from the Department for 
Communities and from the Housing Executive, Grainia Long. 
 
She also welcomed the Presenter Adrian Blythe, Quality Improvement 
Manager from the Housing Executive. 
 

  

2. Declarations of Interest 
 

 No declarations were received. 

  

 
 
 

Minutes of the 495th Meeting 
of the Northern Ireland Housing Council held on 
Thursday 10th November 2022 at 10 am via Zoom 
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3. To adopt the Minutes of the 494th Housing Council Meeting held on 
Thursday, 13th October 2022 

 
It was proposed by Councillor C Elattar and seconded by Alderman J Speers      
and resolved, that the Minutes of the 490th Meeting of the Housing Council 
held on Thursday 13th October 2022 be approved and signed by the Chair. 
 

  

  

4. 
 

Matters Arising from the Minutes 
 
NI Water Service 
 
It was reported that a letter had been sent to the NI Water, inviting a 
representative to a future Meeting on waste water infrastructure, a reply is 
awaited. 
 

  

5. Forward Workplan 
 
The forward workplan was noted.  

 

  

6. Report from Grainia Long, Chief Executive, Housing Executive  
 
The Report provided the Housing Council with a monthly update summarising 
a range of strategic, major or routine matters, including any emerging issues.  
A summary of the current / emerging issues are outlined as follows:- 
 
• Planned Maintenance contract 
 

The Chair reiterated the importance of communication channels in place, 
to ensure tenants were briefed on the impact for planned improvement 
works to their homes. 
 

• Green End Rathcoole 
• Annual Performance with the Minister, Deirdre Hargey MLA 
• Corporate Plan 
• Waterside Triangle 
• New Leasehold Policy 
 

Agreed: to provide more information to Members on the new Policy, in 
order to promote this policy. 

 
• Sustainable Development Strategy Update 
• Cost of Living Crisis 
• Future Working Practices & Accommodation Strategy 
• Industrial Action and Pay Claims for 2022/23 

 
Members welcomed the national pay offer of £1,925 for all employees.  
Several Members commended the staff of local Housing Executive 
offices, in particular at the forefront through the pandemic and added that 
their work is appreciated by both Councillors and tenants and asked that 
this sentiment is passed onto staff.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GL 
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• Pay & Grading Review 
• Staff Conference 
• Fundamental Review of Allocations (FRA) 
• Ukrainian Resettlement Programme 

 
The Chair thanked Grainia Long for a very informative Report. 

 

7. Lifetime Homes in Northern Ireland 
 
Adrian Blythe gave Members a Presentation by the Housing Executive on 
Lifetime Homes (LTH) in Northern Ireland.  (Copies of the slides are 
appended to these Minutes – Appendix A). 
 
Members agreed to encourage and promote their Councils to exploring 
Lifetime Homes through their Local Development Plans. 
 
Agreed:  
• Letter to be sent to Building Regulations seeking clarification on the 

regulations, in which Private developers are currently adhering for new 
build properties and their views on the issue: 

• Letters to be sent to the 11 Councils in relation to urge Councils when 
developing your Local Development Plans to consider including Lifetime 
Homes within their Plans;  

• G Long suggested the inclusion to Councils Housing Investment Plans 
Annual Presentation on LTH in their Development Plans; 

• Members to visit the Ultra Low Energy New Build pilot scheme in 
Ballysillan Road, Belfast when completed.  

 
 

The Chair thanked Mr Blythe for an excellent Presentation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL 
 
 
 
 

Sec 
 

Sec 
 
 

GL 
 

Sec 
 

8. Housing Starts – October 2022 
 
Members requested if more information could be provided on the 
Housing Starts. 
 
The Report was noted. 

  

9. Any Other Business 
 
There was no other business. 

  

10. Date of next Meeting 
 
The next Housing Council Meeting is scheduled to take place on Thursday, 8th 
December 2022 at 10 am in the Housing Centre or via Zoom 
 

  

 
 
 

The Meeting concluded at 11.45 am 
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Appendix A 
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